AFTER   EVEREST
to honour his obligations, yet the smallness of amount *jf
definite theft among the crimes in the country villages has
always seemed to me to be a very striking thing. I have
left my car about in all sorts of places and at all sorts
of times in India—an open car, usually full of things
(" Saman," as we say out there). Yet on only three
occasions has anything been stolen from the car, and one
of those was my fault entirely—for not putting my car
in the charge of a robber whilst leaving it near a village
where the robber caste, or " maravas/' live.
These maravas are charming people, and some of the
best and most truly patient inmates of our hospital are
maravas. If put in charge of a thing, a marava will be
very faithful in fulfilment of his trust. On this occasion,.
I failed to put one in charge of the car. The result was—,
the car now has no clock. Peccavi. I had sinned against
the caste, and the caste paid me out. Loyalty to the
caste is a strong, and sometimes a fine characteristic of
India. But, like patriotism or any other loyalty save
loyalty to God, it works both ways. It sometimes leads a
man in a Government post to sack all his underlings and
replace them by members of his own family or caste. I
know of an extreme case of this, in which a village magis-
trate employed his whole family in one way or another in his
court. Finally, only his old father was left unemployed.
What could he do ? The only job left was the puffing
of the punkah. So the punkah coolie was dispensed with,
and the young judge now sits in state, dispensing equity,
kept cool the while by the sweat of his father's brow as
the old man pulls away at the rope of the punkah.
On the other hand, loyalty to caste embodies in it an
even more extreme loyalty to family, and the family life*
in India is a very delightful thing. The Indian often
treats his children too well, " spoiling " them, as we should
say. But I know no people on earth who are nicer to
children, and more obviously fond of them, than the
Southern Indians. Family loyalty is charmingly expressed
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